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Instructions

This questionnaire is concerned with how you define the issues in a social
problem. Several stories about social problems will be described. After each story, there
will be a list of questions. The questions that follow each story represent different issues
that might be raised by the problem. In other words, the questions / issues raise different
ways of judging what is important in making a decision about the social problem. You
will be asked to rate and rank the questions in terms of how important each one seems to
you.

This questionnaire is in two parts: one part contains the INSTRUCTIONS (this
part) and the stories presenting the social problems; the other part contains the questions
(issues) and the ANSWER SHEET on which to write your responses.

Here is an example of the task:

Presidential Election

Imagine that you are about to vote for a candidate for the Presidency of the United
States. Imagine that before you vote, you are given several questions, and asked which
issue is the most important to you in making up your mind about which candidate to vote
for. In this example, 5 items are given. On a rating scale of 1 to 5 (1=Great, 2=Much,
3=Some, 4=Little, 5=No) please rate the importance of the item (issue) by filling in with
a pencil one of the bubbles on the answer sheet by each item.




Assume that you thought that item #1 (below) was of great importance, item #2
had some importance, item #3 had no importance, item #4 had much importance, and
item #5 had much importance. Then you would fill in the bubbles on the answer sheet as
shown below.

®@ O & @ @ GREAT

Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)

1. Financially are you personally better off now than you were four years ago?
2. Does one candidate have a superior moral character?
3. Which candidate stands the tallest?

4. Which candidate would make the best world leader?
5. Which candidate has the best ideas for our country’s internal problems, like crime
and health care?

& @ © © ® MUCH
@ ® © @ © SOME
® ® & ® ® LITTLE
@ ®@ @ © & NO

Further, the questionnaire will ask you to rank the questions in terms of importance. In
the space below, the numbers 1 through 12, represent the item number. From top to bottom, you
are asked to fill in the bubble that represents the item in first importance (of those given you to
choose from), then second most important, third most important, and fourth most important.
Please indicate your top four choices. You might fill out this part, as follows:

Rank which issue is the most important (item number).
Most impartant item HOOOEO@@DD® Third most important D@OVEEDEOODD®
Second most important O@E@EHEOOE@@@@@ Fourth most important OGO DO OOEOBO®

Note that some of the items may seem irrelevant to you {as in item #3) or not make sense
to you—in that case, rate the item as “No” importance and do not rank the item. Note that in the
stories that follow, there will be 12 items for each story, not five. Please make sure to consider all
12 items (questions) that are printed after each story.

In addition you will be asked to state your preference for what action to take in the story.
After the story, you will be asked to indicate the action you favor on a three-point scale (1 =
strongly favor some action, 2 = can’t decide, 3 = strongly oppose that action).

In short, read the story from this booklet, then fill out your answers on the answer sheet.
Please use a #2 pencil. If you change your mind about a response, erase the pencil mark cleanly
and enter your new response.

[Notice the second part of this questionnaire, the Answer Sheet. The Identification
Number at the top of the answer sheet may already be filled in when you receive your materials.
If not, you will receive instructions about how to fill in the number. If you have questions about
the procedure, please ask now.

Please turn now to the Answer Sheet.]

2



Famine— (Story #1)

The small village in northern India has experienced shortages of food before, but
this year’s famine is worse than ever. Some families are even trying to feed themselves
by making soup from tree bark. Mustaq Singh’s family is near starvation. He has heard
that a rich man in his village has supplies of food stored away and is hoarding food while
its price goes higher so that he can sell the food later at a huge profit. Mustaq is desperate
and thinks about stealing some food from the rich man’s warehouse. The small amount of
food that he needs for his family probably wouldn’t even be missed.

{If at any time you would like to reread a story or the instructions, feel free to do so. Now
turn to the Answer Sheet, go to the 12 issues and rate and rank them in terms of how
important each issue seems to you. ]

Reporter— (Story #2)

Molly Dayton has been a news reporter for the Gazette newspaper for over a
decade. Almost by accident, she learned that one of the candidates for Lieutenant
Governor for her state, Grover Thompson, had been arrested for shop-lifting 20 years
earlier. Reporter Dayton found out that early in his life, Candidate Thompson had
undergone a confused period and done things he later regretted, actions which would be
very out-of-character now. His shop-lifting had been a minor offense and charges had
been dropped by the department store. Thompson has not ounly straightened himself out
since then, but built a distinguished record in helping many people and in leading
constructive community projects. Now, Reporter Dayton regards Thompson as the best
candidate in the field and likely to go on to important leadership positions in the state.
Reporter Dayton wonders whether or not she should write the story about Thompson’s
earlier troubles because in the upcoming close and heated election, she fears that such a
news story could wreck Thompson’s chance to win.

[Now turn to the Answer Sheet, go to the 12 issues for this story, rate and rank them in
terms of how important each issue seems to you. |




School Board— (Story #3)

Mr. Grant has been clected to the School Board District 190 and was chosen to be
Chairman. The district is bitterly divided over the closing of one of the high schools. One of the
high schools has to be closed for financial reasons, but there is no agreement over which school to
close. During his election to the school board, Mr. Grant had proposed a series of “Open
Meetings” in which members of the community could voice their opinions. He hoped that
dialogue would make the community realize the necessity of closing one high school. Also he
hoped that through open discussion, the difficuity of the decision would be appreciated, and that
the community would ultimately support the school board decision. The first Open Meeting was a
disaster. Passionate speeches dominated the microphones and threatened violence. The meeting
barely closed without fist-fights. Later in the week, school board members received threatening
phone calls. Mr. Grant wonders if he ought to call off the next Open Meeting.

[Now turn to the Answer Sheet, go to the 12 issues for this story, rate and rank them in terms of
how important each issue seems to you.|

Cancer— (Story #4)

Mrs. Bennett is 62 years old, and in the last phases of colon cancer. She is in terrible pain
and asks the doctor to give her more pain-killer medicine. The doctor has given her the maximum
safe dose already and is reluctant to increase the dosage because it would probably hasten her
death. In a clear and rational mental state, Mrs. Bennett says that she realizes this; but she wants

to end her suffering even if it means ending her life. Should the doctor give her an increased
dosage?

[Now turn to the Answer Sheet, go to the 12 issues for this story, rate and rank them in terms of
how important each issue seems to you. |

Demonstration — (Story #5)

Political and economic instability in a South American country prompted the President of
the United States to send troops to “police” the area. Students at many campuses in the U.S.A.
have protested that the United States is using its military might for economic advantage. There is
widespread suspicion that big oil multinational companies are pressuring the President to
safeguard a cheap oil supply even if it means loss of life. Students at one campus took to the
streets, in demonstrations, tying up traffic and stopping regular business in the town. The
president of the university demanded that the students stop their illegal demonstrations. Students
then took over the college’s administration building, completely paralyzing the college. Are the
students right to demonstrate in these ways?

[Now turn to the Answer Sheet, go to the 12 issues for this story, rate and rank them in terms of
how important each issue seems to you.]
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Please vead story #1 in the INSTRUCTIONS booklet,

Famine -- (Story #1)

What should Mustag Singh do? Do you faver the action of taking the food? (Mark one.)
(D Should take the food (@) Can't decide  (3) Shouid not take the food
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Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)

. Is Mustaq Singh courageous enough to risk getting caught for stealing?

. Isn't it only natural for a loving father to care so much for his family that he would steai?

. Shouldn't the community's laws be upheld?

. Does Mustaq Singh know a good recipe for preparing soup from tree bark?

. Does the rich man have any legal right to store food when other people are starving?

. Is the motive of Mustaq Singh to steal for himself or to steal for his family?

. What values are going to be the basis for social cooperation?

. Is the epitome of eating reconcilable with the culpability of stealing?

Does the rich man deserve to be robhed for being so greedy?

. Isn't private property an institution to enable the rich to expioit the poor?

Q) @ @ @@ 11. Would stealing bring about more total good for everybody concerned or wouldn't it?

@ @ @ @.® 12. Are laws getting in the way of the most basic claim of any member of a society?

Rank which issue is the most important (item number). :

Most important item 0]0]0]016]101GICIOIVIOLE] Third most important Q@O @QEEAOEE®®O®
Second most important M@ OEEOEE @ @@ Fourth most important Q@ E @ & E® @@ @ 36

Now please return to the Instruciions booklet for the next story.
Reporter -- (Story #2)
Do you faver the action of reporting the story? (Mavk one.)
(3 Should repert the story (@ Can'tdecide  (3) Should not repart the story
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ELSFSE Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)
@@®@®® 1. Doesn't the public have a right to know all the facts about all the candidates for office?
O@E@E@®E®E 2. Would publishing the story help Reporter Dayton's reputation for investigative reporting?
OEE@E 3. If Dayton doesn't publish the story wouldn't another reporter get the story anyway and get the credit for
N investigative reporting?
OE@E @G 4. Since voting is such a joke anyway, does it make any difference what reporter Dayton does?
O@®@E 5. Hasn't Thompson shown in the past 20 years that he is a better person than his earlier days as a shop-lifter?
OE@E®E 6. What would best serve society?
OE@E®E 7. Ifthe story is true, how can it be wrong to report it?
@®E@®®®E 8. How could reporter Dayton be so cruel and heartless as to report the damaging story about candidate

Sl Thompson?

O@E®@E 9. Does the right of "habeas corpus” apply in this case?

OE @ @G 10. Would the election process be more fair with or without reporting the story?

@ @ ® @ (& 11. Should reporter Dayton treat all candidates for office in the same way by reportang everything she learns
about them, good and bad?

(D @ @) . (® 12. Isn'tit a reporter's duty to report all the news regardless of the circumstances?

Rank which issue is the most impovtant (item number). ‘

Most important item QEEROEEO®®@ME® Third most important Q@@ @ EG® @) @) (@) ) aH 3

Second most important D@ E@EE® @ E @@ a @ Fourth most important Q@ @®EEOE®E B H®

Now please return 20 the Instructzons booklet Jor the next story.
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School Board -- (Story #3)
Do you favor calling off the next Open Meeting?

(D Should call off the next open meeting (@) Can'tdecide (3 Should have the next open meeting
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FELEEE Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)

Q@G 1. Is Mr. Grant required by law to have Open Meetings on major school board decisions?

O@@@®E 2. Would Mr. Grant be breaking his election campaign promises to the community by discontinuing the Open
T Meetings?

OE®@E 3. Would the community be even angrier with Mr. Grant if he stopped the Open Meetings?

D@ E@® 4. Would the change in plans prevent scientific assessment?

O@@@®G 5. If the school board is threatened, does the chairman have the legal authority to protect the Board by making
(RIS decisions in closed meetings?

O@E@®E 6. Would the community regard Mr. Grant as a coward if he stopped the open meetings?

OE@E@E 7. Does Mr. Grant have another procedure in mind for ensuring that divergent views are heard?

O@®@® 8. Does Mr. Grant have the authority to expel troublemakers from the meetings or prevent them from maklng
R long speeches?

OE@E@E 9. Are some people deliberately undermining the school board process by playing some sort of power game?

G)@i@ .3@) 10. What effect would stopping the discussion have on the community’s ability to handle controversial issues

in the future? :
@ @ O] . (® 11. Is the trouble coming from only a few hotheads, and is the community in general really fair-minded and

democratic?

) @ @ . (® 12. What is the likelihcod that a good decision could be made without open discussion from the community?
Rank which issue is the most important (item number).

Most important item

Second most important QPP @E®EOEE @B ®

COEOEERO®OOO® ‘Third most important O@EOEOEOEPO®D®

Fourth most important D@ @@ OO OO ®

Now please return to the Instructions booklet for the next story.

Cancer -- (Story #4)

Do you favor the action of giving more medicine?

(1) Should give Mrs. Bennett an increased dosage fo maks her die (2) Can't decide (3) Should not give her an increased dosage

OO 12

Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)

Isn't the doctor obligated by the same laws as everybody else if glvmg an overdose would be the same as
killing her?

2. Wouldn't society be better off without so many laws about what doctors can and cannot do?

3. if Mrs. Bennett dies, would the doctor be legally responsible for malpractice?

4. Does the family of Mrs. Bennett agree that she should get more painkilier medicine?

5. Is the painkiller medicine an active heliotropic drug?
6
7
8

ke
.

. Does the state have the right o force continued existence on those who don't want to live?
. Is helping to end another's life ever a responsible act of cooperation?

. Would the doctor show more sympathy for Mrs, Bennett by giving the medicine or not?

9. Wouldn't the doctor feel guiity from giving Mrs. Bennett so much drug that she died?

. Should only God decide when a person's life should end?

. Shouldn't society protect everyone against being kilied?

Where should society draw the line between protecting life and allowing someone to die if the person
wants to?

Rank which issue is the most important (item number).

Most important item

Second most important Q@@ ®EOEOOE O ®H @

CEOOORROEO®O® Third mostimportant Q@OOOEOEOEOOOO®@

Fourth most important @@ @EEOE@ @GO @

Now please return to the Instructions booklet for the next story.




Demonstration -- (Story #5)

Do you faver the aciion of demonsivasing in vhis way?

() Should continue demonstrating in these ways (@ Can'tdecide  (3) Should not continue demonsirating in these ways
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FEEEL  Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)
OE@E @G 1. Do the students have any right to take over property that doesn't belong to them?
@@ ®® @ 2. Do the students realize that they might be arrested and fined, and even expelled from school?
O@E@@® 3. Are the students serious about their cause or are they doing it just for fun?
O@®®@E 4. if the university president is soft on students this time, will it lead to more disorder?
@®@®®E 5. Will the public blame all students for the actions of a few student demonstrators?
@@ @® 6. Arethe authorities to blame by giving in to the greed of the multinational oil companies?
Q@@ @®E 7. Why should a few people like Presidents and business leaders have more power than ordinary peopte?
O@®®E 8. Does this student demonstration bring about more or less good in the long run to all people?
OE@E@®E 9. Canthe students justify their civil disobedience?

01016 ‘® 10. Shouldn'i the authorities be respected by students?

®@E®.@® 11. Istaking over a building consistent with principles of justice?

@EE@E 12. Isn'tit everyone's duty to obey the law, whether one likes it or not?

Ranle which issue is the most important (item number), :

Most important item OREOQEEOEEMEE® Third mostimportant Q@@ OEOE@EE @M ®
Second most important M@ EOEEEOEE BMH® Fourth most important @@ @ EEOE® @O @

Please provide the following information about yourself:

1. Age in 2. Sex (mark One): O Male O Female
years:

3. Level of Education (marlk highest level of formal education attained, if you are currently working at
that level [e.g., Freshman in college] or if you have completed that level [e.g., if you finished your
Freshman year but have gone oh no further}.)

O Grade 110 6

(O Grade 7, 8,9

O Grade 10, 11, 12

(O Vocationalftechnical school (without a bachelor's degree) (e.g., Auto mechanic, beauty school, real estate,
secretary, 2-year nursing programy.

) Junior college (e.g., 2-year college, community college, Associate Arts degree)

(O Freshman in college in bachelor degres program.

(O Sophomare in college in bachelor degree program.

(O Junior in college in bachelor degree program.

(O Senior in college in bachelor degree program. '

" (O Professional degree {Practitioner degree beyond bachelor's degree) (e.g., M.D., M.B.A., Bachetor of Divinity,
D.D.S. in Dentistry, J.D. in law, Masters of Arts in teaching, Masters of Education [in teaching], Doctor of
Psychology, Nursing degree along with 4-year Bachelor's degree) '

(O Masters degree (in academic graduate school)
(O Doctoral degree (in academic graduate school; e.g., Ph.D. or Ed.D.)

COOOOLOOLOL
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(O Other Formal Education. (Please describe: )
4. interms of your political views, how would 5. Are you a citizen of the U.S.A.?
you characterize yourself (mark one)? O Yes O No
) very Liberal
(O Somewhat Liberal 6. Is English your primary language?
(O Neither Liberal nor Conservative ‘ O Yes O No

() Somewhat Conservative
O Very Conservative

Thank You.
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Dilemma #6

Do you faver the acvion?

() Strongly Favor (@) Faver (3 Slightly Favor (@) Neutral (3 Slightly Disfavor (&) Disfaver () Strongly Disfavor
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Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)
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Rank which issue is the most important (item number).

Most important item OOEREE®EEMMm® Third mostimportant O@E@O®EEO®E @ @@ @
Second most important W@QEOEEOE @@ E® Fourth most imporiant Q@@ EEGE @O G

Dilemma #7

Do you faver the action?

() Strongly Favor (2 Favor (3 Slightly Favor (@ Neutral (®) Slightly Disfavor (&) Disfavor (%) Strongly Disfavor

Rate the following 12 issues in terms of importance (1-5)
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Rank which issue is the most important (item number).

Most important item 0101010101010 ICIOITIPIE, Third mostimportant Q@@ @ EE @ E G @
Second most important Q@ @EE@E @ @O @ Fourth most important C@Q @@ E® G @ @ G 4)




